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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: amendment filed 6/24/08 to the 
application filed on 1/7/05. 

2. Claims 1-1 1, 16-17 are canceled. 

3. Claims 18-19 are added. 

4. Claims 12-15, 18-19 are pending in the case. Claims 12-15 are independent 
claims. 

5. The 112, second paragraph rejections of claims 1 , 3-4 have been withdrawn in 
view of the cancellation of these claims. 

6. The 1 01 rejection of claim 1 5 has been withdrawn in view of the amendment. 

7. The 1 01 rejection of claim 1 6 has been withdrawn in view of the cancellation of 
the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

8. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

9. Claims 1 8-1 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

10. Claim 18 recites "the read use limitation data" in lines 4-5. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

1 1 . Claim 19 recites "the read use limitation data" in line 5. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

12. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

13. Claim 13 remains rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim 13 is directed to a display data processing apparatus. However, none of claimed 
elements of the claimed apparatus is a physical part of a device, so that they constitute 
part of a device or a combination of devices to be machine within the meaning of 1 01 . 
Instead, the claimed elements of these apparatuses are merely software per se. 
Therefore, the claim fails to fall within a statutory category of invention. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

14. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

15. Claims 12-15, 18-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Fox et al. (US 2005/0140788, 06/30/05, filed 1/4/05). 



Regarding independent claim 12, Fox discloses: 
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- selecting addition of a watermark to an image element of a content file (abstract, 
[0058]: apply a watermark to a digital picture shows addition of a watermark to an 
image element of a content file) 

- generating a single package file from the content file, a layout control file for 
controlling a layout of the image element, and control data used for removing the 
watermark, wherein the content file is stored in a first section of the package file, 
the layout control file is stored in a second section of the package file and the 
control data is stored in a third section of the package file ([0037], figure 3, 
[0040], [0045]: figure 3 shows a single JPEG file created from the content file 70, 
where the position information in the picture included in the caption marker is for 
controlling a layout of the image element ([0038]) and the marker section control 
the layout of the photograph ([0058], [0053]) and the password included in the 
header marker for protecting the data of the picture from editing as well as for 
removing the watermark ([0056]-[0057], [0064]) 

Fox further discloses that: 

- the content file is stored in a first section of the package file (figure 3: the JPEG 
file 70 is the content of the photograph in a section, considered as first section of 
the package) 

- the layout control is stored in a second section of the package file (figure 3: the 
position information is the caption marker, which is a second section of the 
package) 
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- the control data is stored in a third section of the package file (figure 3: the 
password for controlling the photograph in the header marker, which is the third 
section of the package) 

Claim 13 is for a display data processing apparatus for method claim 12, and is rejected 
under the same rationale. 

Regarding independent claim 14, Fox discloses: 

- reading a package file storing content data in which a watermark is added to an 
image element thereof, in a first section thereof ([0058] and figure 3: JPEG file 
with stored watermark applied to the digital picture), layout control data for 
controlling a layout of the image element in a second section thereof ([0038], 
[0053], [0058], figure 3), and control data in a third section thereof ([0056]-[0057]) 

- removing the watermark from the content data and displaying the content data 
under the control of the layout control data, when the control data stored in the 
third section indicates an appropriate value ([0064]-[0065], [0045], [0056]) 

Claim 15 is for a display data processing apparatus of method claim 14, and is rejected 
under the same rationale. 

Regarding claim 18, which is dependent on claim 14, Fox discloses: 
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- managing to permit or inhibit individual use of the content data in response to the read 
use limitation data ([0013], [0020], [0056]). 

Claim 19 is for a corresponding apparatus of method claim 18, and is rejected under the 
same rationale. 

Conclusion 

16. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

17. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The prior art of record is listed on PTO 892. 
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18. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cong-Lac Huynh whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4125. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs (8:30-7:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on 571-272-4124. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Cong-Lac Huynh/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2178 

9/25/08 
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